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MMedVet Pig Herd Health (Coursework)

Programme code
08250183

This programme is offered by the Department of Production Animal Studies.

The master's degree in Veterinary Medicine is a professional degree and equips the student with a
broad scientific background in the theoretical and practical aspects of the chosen field of study.

As the only Faculty of Veterinary Science in the country, we play a distinctive role in the training of
veterinarians and veterinary nurses who are indispensable for the country’s farming and animal
welfare needs. We are also the leading Faculty of Veterinary Science in Africa and enjoy wide-
ranging international recognition.

In 2018 the Faculty was ranked 37th among the top 50 veterinary schools globally by the Shanghai
ranking system.

Our graduates and research programmes are vital to enhancing public and animal health, promoting
biosecurity and welfare, and ensuring that our pets are safe and sound. The quality of its training is
such that graduates from this Faculty have no difficulty competing for and entering postgraduate
programmes at universities in countries around the world.

The specific master’s degree in Pig herd health will provide a candidate with advanced and in-depth
specialised training based on farm visits, discussions, seminars and case studies. Integration and
application of knowledge so that health and production problems can be identified and solved on a
herd basis, and health status and production effectiveness of pig herds can be raised within a wide
spectrum of pig-farming systems.

The MMedVet degree is conferred by virtue of completion of a minimum of 90 weeks of clinical
training (to be undertaken at the Onderstepoort Veterinary Campus); an oral, written and practical
examination in the specialist module; and a mini-dissertation.

The MMedVet degree may entitle the holder to registration as a specialist with the South African
Veterinary Council together with other requirements as determined by Council. Candidates are
encouraged to review current Council guidelines on specialist registration.

Students are required to confirm whether a module will be presented in any particular year. This
enquiry should be directed to the relevant head of department according to the syllabi information
provided in the list of modules in this publication.

Elective modules will in all instances be determined in consultation with the head of department in
which the proposed special field of study is offered. If deemed necessary, modules offered by other
faculties of the University of Pretoria may form part of the prescribed programme.
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Also consult the General Regulations.

(i)  Unless stipulated otherwise, the Dean must be satisfied that the candidates will have sufficient
access to appropriate facilities and, where necessary, supervision by an appropriate person to
complete the work required for the degree at a satisfactory level.

(ii) Attendance requirements are determined in each individual case by the head of department
concerned.

(iii) Candidates will be required to keep a logbook or similar record of experiential training which is
to be signed by the supervisor every 6 months. The logbook or other suitable record is to be made
available for auditing when the specialist module is monitored by the South African Veterinary
Council.

For more information, please consult the Faculty webpage.

Disclaimer: This publication contains information about regulations and programmes of the
University of Pretoria. Amendments to or updating of the information may be effected from time to
time without prior notification. The accuracy, correctness or validity of the information contained
here is therefore not guaranteed by the University at any given time and is always subject to
verification. The user is kindly requested to verify the correctness of the information with the
University at all times. Failure to do so will not give rise to any claim or action of any nature against
the University by any party whatsoever.

Faculty notes

The Faculty of Veterinary Science is unique in South Africa. It is the only institution responsible for
training veterinarians and veterinary nurses. Our graduates and research programmes are vital in
enhancing human and animal health, promoting biosecurity and welfare, and ensuring our
production animals, wildlife and pets are safe and in good health.

The quality and scope of the Faculty’s training is such that our graduates are able to enter
postgraduate programmes at universities across the world and can practice in many countries
without the need to write registration exams. The Faculty is locally relevant and passionate about
meeting the needs of South Africa. This not only applies to commercial farming but also to primary
animal healthcare, where veterinarians as well as veterinary nurses can assist rural communities
and smallholder farmers.

Minimum duration

3 years, full-time
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Admission requirements

Minimum admission requirements:

BVSc degree or an equivalent veterinary degree Applicable experience of at least two years as a
veterinarian, or training of at least one year in the specific field as an intern at a recognised training
facility An entrance examination may be required Registration as a veterinarian with the South
African Veterinary Council (SAVC) or authorisation by the SAVC to be enrolled for MMedVet studies

Additional requirements

The candidate will be required to work full-time at the faculty in the field of specialisation under
supervision of an approved supervisor for the required duration.

Notification

While the MMedVet is an advanced professional programme equivalent to specialist certification,
registration to practise as a specialist is controlled by the SAVC or international equivalent. These
bodies may have additional requirements for registration that are not university requirements.
Please check their requirements as well.
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